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Call for papers

Theme: Celtic-Nordic-Baltic Folk Legends: History and Community

Supported by

The Nordic Culture Fund,  Kung. Gustav Adolfs Akademie, The University of Iceland, The Nordic House in Reykjavík, The Arnamagnean Institute in Iceland, The Letterstedtska Föreningen, The Sigurður Nordal Institute, and The British Embassy in Reykjavík.

The next Celtic-Nordic-Baltic folklore symposium will be held in June 2005 at the University of Iceland in Reykjavík. Our intention is to concentrate on folk legends (see the information on the theme below). We are now calling for papers from researchers, academics and postgraduate students. Should you wish to present a paper at the conference, please contact Terry Gunnell at the University of Iceland, with a provisional title and a brief  summary of the paper you would like to present, at terry@hi.is before 1 October 2004. We will then be asking for abstracts and formal confirmation by 1 January 2005.  
Theme: “Celtic-Nordic -Baltic Folk Legends: History and Community”: The aim of the conference, among other things, is to examine:  

· the ways in which people report (and reported) history through the medium of oral legends, 

· the roles that legends have in shaping communities and mapping out their boundaries through shared worldview, values and ways of comprehending both the community itself and the world around it, 

· the history of legend research in the Celtic, Scandinavian and Baltic countries,

· the ways in which collections of legends were used in the past as a means of underlining the national image of a particular community. 
We are certain that a great deal of common ground can be found here, not only in terms of migratory legends and motifs that connect Scandinavia, the British Isles, Ireland and the Baltic, but also in terms of the problems related to the interpretion and utilisation of this valuable medium. 

Conference Plan
 The conference will take place in the Nordic House and at the Faculty of Social Sciences at the University of Iceland, and will run for four days from Wednesday 15 June until (and including) Saturday 18 June, including a travel day on 17 June - the Icelandic National Day - to see various local sites such as Thingvellir, Gullfoss and Geysir. There will be three days of lectures: a total of fifteen plenary lectures from leading figures in the field, each 40 minutes in length; and around thirty shorter 20-minute papers. If there is a chance, there will also be at least one panel session. At least one evening storytelling session is planned, involving storytellers from Scotland and Shetland and conference members. 

Plenary lectures will be given by Bo Almqvist, Bengt af Klintberg, Jacqueline Simpson, John Lindow, Timothy Tangherlini, Anna Leena Siikala, Séamas Ó Catháin, Michael Chessnutt, Ulf Palmenfelt, John Shaw, Arne Bugge Amundsen, Ulrika Wolf-Knuts, Ulo Valk,  Eyðun Andreasen, and Terry Gunnell. Along with a number of other academics working in the field of Celtic/ Scandinavian/ Baltic folklore, we are happy to see that a number of postgraduate students will be presenting papers. Our hope is that the resulting discussion between the various generations will help us map out some new directions and open fresh areas of international dialogue within this rich and varied field. 

Draft plan (updated 24th Feb. 2005)
(51 lectures, 15 of them plenary: by having joint question times at the end of sessions, this can be extended to take all 54 participants if necessary)

Tuesday 14th June:

· Check In, Oddi, University of Iceland 

· Reception at Bessastaðir with the President 
· Evening: 8.00: Poetry Reading in cooperation with the Nordic House: Nordic House: Daíthi Ó hÓgáin, and Bengt af Klintberg.
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Wednesday 15th June: Nordic House (Room for c. 120 plus people)

· 8.50: Introduction 

· 9.00-9.50: Plenary lecture 1 (40 minutes: 10 minutes questions: Nordic House) 

· 9.50-10.40: Plenary lecture 2 (40 minutes: 10 minutes questions: Nordic House) 

· 10.40-11.10: Coffee 

· 11.10-12.00: Plenary lecture 3 

· 12.00-13.00: Lunch: Oddi/ Nordic House 

· 13.00-13.30: SESSION A: Lecture //SESSION B: Lecture// SESSION C: Lecture: (Oddi: Rooms 106, 202 and 206) 

· 13.30-14.00: SESSION A: Lecture //SESSION B: Lecture// SESSION 

· C: Lecture 14.00-14.30: SESSION A: Lecture //SESSION B: Lecture// SESSION C: Lecture 

· 14.30-15.00: SESSION A: Lecture //SESSION B: Lecture// SESSION C: Lecture 

· 15.00-15.20: Coffee 

· 15.20-16.10: Plenary Lecture 4 (Nordic House) 16.10-17.00: Plenary Lecture 5 (Nordic House) 

· 17.00: Reception in Nordic House (Scandinavian Embassies?)
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Thursday 16th June: Oddi, Háskóli Íslands:

· 9.00-9.50: Plenary lecture 6 (40 minutes: 10 minutes questions: Nordic House) 

· 9.50-10.40: Plenary lecture 7 (40 minutes: 10 minutes questions: Nordic House) 

· 10.40-11.10: Coffee 

· 11.10-12.00: Plenary lecture 8 

· 12.00-13.00: Lunch: Oddi/ Nordic House 

· 13.00-13.30: SESSION D: Lecture //SESSION E: Lecture// SESSION F: Lecture: (Oddi, Rooms 106, 202 and 206?) 

· 13.30-14.00: SESSION D: Lecture //SESSION E: Lecture// SESSION F: Lecture: 

· 14.00-14.30: SESSION D: Lecture //SESSION E: Lecture// SESSION F: Lecture: 

· 14.30-15.00: SESSION D: Lecture //SESSION E: Lecture// SESSION F: Lecture: 

· 15.00-15.20: Coffee 

· 15.20-16.10: Plenary Lecture 9 (Nordic House) 

· 16.10-17.00: Plenary Lecture 10 (Nordic House)

· 17.30: Reception at the British Embassy

· Evening: 20.30: Storytelling session at Kornhlaðan, in the centre of Reykjavík: Laurence Tulloch (Shetland); Essie Stewart (Scotland Traveller Community)
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Friday: 17th June (National Day)

· Those who wish can start the day watching the Prime Minister making speeches in the centre of town. 

· Evening: People are advised to go down town and sample the National Day atmosphere.
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Saturday 18th June: Oddi, Háskóli Íslands

· 9.00-9.50: Plenary lecture 11 (40 minutes: 10 minutes questions: Nordic House) 

· 9.50-10.40: Plenary lecture 12 

· 10.40-11.10: Coffee 

· 11.10-12.00: Plenary lecture 13 

· 12.00-13.00: Lunch: Oddi/ Nordic House 

· 13.00-13.30: SESSION G: Lecture //SESSION H: Lecture// SESSION I: Lecture: (Rooms 106, 202 and 206?) 

· 13.30-14.00: SESSION G: Lecture //SESSION H: Lecture// SESSION I: Lecture: 

· 14.00-14.30: SESSION G: Lecture //SESSION H: Lecture// SESSION I: Lecture: 

· 14.30-15.00: SESSION G: Lecture //SESSION H: Lecture// SESSION I: Lecture: 

· 15.00-15.20: Coffee 

· 15.20-16.10: Plenary Lecture 14 (Nordic House) 

· 16.10-17.00: Plenary Lecture 15 (Nordic House) 

· 19.30: Evening: Banquet on the island of Viðey 
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Sunday 19th June:

For those who wish to book specially (perhaps on the way to the airport): Blue Lagoon
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RECEPTION WITH THE PRESIDENT AT BESSASTAÐIR

It is hoped that the President of Iceland, Ólafur Ragnar Grímsson, will be holding a reception for those people who have arrived by 17.00 at his residency in Bessastaðir in the late afternoon/ early evening of the 14th June (the day before the conference) starts. (Further information on this will be sent out later)

POETRY EVENING AT THE NORDIC HOUSE, 14th JUNE 

On the evening before the conference takes place, we will be setting up the cultural bridge, by presenting an evening of poetry (with a folk legend/ folk belief / mythical theme) by two of the conference participants: Daíthí ÓhÓgáin from Dublin (who writes in both Irish and English), and Bengt af Klintberg (who writes mainly in Swedish). It is hoped that we can get an Icelandic poet to join them. You can expect to hear a variety of languages spoken here (but mainly English).  (Free admission, courtesy of the Nordic House)

RECEPTION AT THE BRITISH EMBASSY, AND STORYTELLING EVENING, 16th JUNE

Following a reception kindly offered by the British Embassy, we plan to hold a storytelling session in Kornhlaðan in the centre of town, involving first and foremost  Laurence Tulloch from Shetland; and Essie Stewart, one Scotland’s Traveller community. Again, the admission for this event will  be free.
EXCURSION TO ÞINGVELLIR, ODDI, GULLFOSS AND GEYSIR, 17th JUNE

The trip is free to all those who are presenting papers at the conference (our thanks to the Arnamagnean Institute for their generous support here). Other participants and guests who wish to come should pay a nominal fee of 1,500 kr. for the trip. (Please indicate on the form below if you intend to take part in this excursion, and whether you wish to have any additional guest with you.)

The excursion will begin at the University of Iceland, and proceed from there over the mountains to Þingvellir, the site of the old Icelandic parliament meetings from the time of the settlement. (This is the site at which the Icelanders decided to take up Christianity: see http://www.thingvellir.is/english.) In addition to viewing the site, some account will be given of the events that took place at the time of the conversion, and various folk legends connected with the area. From here, we will move on to visit Oddi (the site of the church at which Iceland’s most famous magician Sæmundur the Wise served), and then the hot springs, mud pots and geysir at Geysir (where we can take a late lunch: coffee, sandwiches, hot dogs, and salads are all easily available here: http://www.geysir.com/). The next stop is the waterfall of Gullfoss, which has its own wealth of folklore (http://www.south.is/photo_gullfoss.shtml). As we return home, we will make a brief stop at a volcanic crater. 

FINAL BANQUET

The final banquet will take place on the evening of June 18th, and will take place on the island of Viðey, just outside Reykjavík, in one of the oldest buildings in Iceland (see www.videyjarstofa.is). Viðey itself is the home to a number of folk legends, and was the site of an important monastry in the Middle Ages. The island is largely uninhabited, and on a good Icelandic summer night is the perfect situation for a gathering (our fingers are crossed for the weather).       
The trip to the island (by bus and boat) will be paid for by the University of Iceland. The meal itself (without wine included) costs 4,700 per person: The menu will be as follows (we hope to be able to arrange alternative courses for vegetarians)

Forréttir / Starters
Reykt bleikja með kryddosti og marhænuhrognum

Smoked Arctic charr with cheese and caviar

Aðalréttir / Main Courses

 Grillað lambalæri með villisveppasósu

 Roast leg of lamb with wild mushroom sauce

Eftirréttir / Dessert

Íslenskt skyr með bláberjum og rjóma

Icelandic “skyr” (a dairy delicacy 

similar to yoghurt) with cream  and blueberries

Please indicate on the form at the end of this circular whether you intend to attend the banquet, and if so whether you mean to come alone, or bring a guest.

Participants
1. Aðalheiður Guðmundsdóttir (Reykjavík): “‘Nú er glatt í hverjum hól’”: On how  Icelandic Legends Reflect the Prohibition of Dance”

2. Bengt af Klintberg (Stockholm): “Legends of The Transfixed Dead in Sweden”  (Plenary)

3. Bo Almqvist (Dublin): “Álfkona í barnsnauð” (Midwife to the Fairies) (Plenary)
4. Arne Bugge Amundsen (Oslo): “Translating Narratives: The Interpretation of Legends in Recent Norwegian Folklore Studies” (Plenary)

5. Eyðun Andreasen (Tórshavn): “Sigmundur Brestisson in Legend, Ballads and  History” (Plenary)

6. Pertti J. Anttonen (Turku): “The Legend of Bishop Henry and the Shaping of  Religious Communities”

7. Camilla Aspelund (Åbo): “Through the Prism of Enchantment:  The Definition of  the Human Community in Finland-Swedish Legends of the Supernatural”

8. Jürgen Beyer (Södertörn): “Nordic Baltic Heavenly Letters” 

9. Dr Jenny Blain (Sheffield) and Dr Robert J Wallis (London): “‘I Born of Giants  Remember Very Early’: Pagan Pasts and New Folklore”

10. Carsten Bregenhøj (Vaasa): “The Emigrant Forefather in Personal Narratives”

11. Nils Arvid Bringéus (Stockholm)

12. Jenny Butler (Cork, Ireland): “Celtic Legends and the Irish Neo-Pagan  Community”
13. Michael Chesnutt (Copenhagen): “The Archetypical Old Geezer: Other Old Men's  Anecdotes about Egill Skallagrímsson” (Plenary)

14. Thomas du Bois (Wisconsin-Madison): “Blessed Are the Meek:  Leniency and  Mercy in Sámi Legends”

15. Coppélie Cocq (Umeå): “Marriage with the Supernormal in Saami Legends”
16. Margaret Cormack (Charleston): “The Catholic Church in Icelandic Lutheran Legend”

17. Davið Erlingsson (Reykjavík): “Loðmundur and Alskik: Legends of World (Re)Creation in Landnámabók”

18. Kelly Fitzgerald (Dublin): “Hunger in Memory: Inherited Famine Recollections of  Irish and Icelandic Diaspora”
19. Gísli Sigurðsson (Reykjavík): “Wrestling with Native Ghosts in Canada: Traditional Belief from Iceland and Reality in the New World.”

20. Terry Gunnell (Reykjavik): “The Icelandic Sagnagrunnur database” (Plenary)
21. Lauri Harvilahti (Helsinki, Finland):  Legends about Mountain Gods in Amdo (Qinghai, China)”
22. Blanka Henriksson (Åbo): “For Ever and Ever: A Comparative Study of Motifs of  Infinity in Legends and Friendship Verses”

23. David Hopkin (Glasgow): “The Breton Gargantua and the Battle of the  Bourdineaux: The Mobilisation of Legend in Communal Fishing Disputes”

24. Jón Hnefill Aðalsteinson (Reykjavík) “The Spirit at Hjaltarstaðir”

25. Júlíana Magnúsdóttir (Reykjavík): “Legends from Austur Skaftafellssýsla”*

26. Annikki Kaivola Bregenhøj (Turku): “Recent Personal History as Narratives”

27. Eda Kalme (Tartu): “The Social Construction of Reality on the Basis of the  Legendary Tradition after World War II: The Case of "Sausage Factories"”.

28. Kaarina Koski (Finland): “The Boundaries of the Community in Finnish Belief  Legends”
29. Paaliina Latvala (Helsinki): “Family Narratives and Interpretation of Oral History”
30. Heidi Lazar-Meyn (California): “Colourful Legends: Colour Terms in Legendary  Material in the Icelandic Sagas and Old and Middle Irish Non-religious Texts”

31. James P. Leary (University of Wisconsin): “Folk Legends in Nordic America”

32. Merja Leppälahti (Finland): “The Use of Scandinavian Folk Legends in Fantasy Literature Today” 

33. John Lindow (Berkeley USA): “The Issue of Identity in Sami Legends” (Plenary) 
34. Criostoir Mac Carthaigh (Dublin): “The Occupational Context of Irish Supernatural Maritime Legends”

35. Séamas O' Catháin (Dublin): “Svale Solheim and Norwegian Legends”* (Plenary)

36. Padraig Ó Healai (Gallway): “St John's Prologue in Irish Folk Tradition”
37. Daíthí O' hOgáin (Dublin): “Irish Hurling Legends: Individuals and Tradition”
38. Ane Ohrvik (Oslo): “The Intertextual Nisse”
39. Piret Paal (Tartu): “Lapps Torturing Estonians”

40. Guntis Pakalns (Riga, Latvia): “***”

41. Ulf Palmenfelt (Visby, Gotland): “The Legendary Forms and Contents of  Metamorphoses” (Plenary)

42. Jonathan Roper (Sheffield) “Legends in Charms”

43. Rósa Þorsteinsdóttir (Reykjavík):  “A Female Storyteller from Breiðafjörður in  Iceland, and Her Narratives”

44. Mikael Sarelin (Åbo): “Legends about the Knife Fighters”
45. John Shaw (Edinburgh): Gaelic-Norse Folklore Contacts’ and Oral Traditions from the West of Scotland.” (Plenary) 
46. Anna Leena Siikala (Helsinki): "Tell-tales of Society: The Ideology and Practice of Folk Narratives" (Plenary)
47. Jacqueline Simpson (London): “A Ghostly View of England's Past” (Plenary)
48. Krister Stoor (Umeå): “The Two Brothers in Sami Stories and Myths: Evil Men or  Deliverers (Rescuers) of the People”

49. Timothy Tangherlini (Los Angeles USA): “Leaning Left: Folklore Collection and  the Rise of Progressive Rural Politics in Late 19th Century Denmark”  (Plenary) 
50. Valdimar Tr. Hafstein (Reykjavík): “What Happens When Legends Become Heritage? Vernacular Traditions and Vertical Integration”
51. Ülo Valk (Tartu, Estonia): “Folk and Foes: Construction of Social Reality in 19th  Century Estonian legends” (Plenary)

52. Ieva Vitola (Latvia): “Hidden Treasure (Fortune) Places in Latvia: Folk Legend and Archaeological Discourse”

53. Ulrika Wolf-Knuts (Turku/ Åbo): “The Collection of Finlands Svenska Folkdiktning as a Representation of the Swedish Folklore in Finland”
54. Ögmundur Helgason (Reykjavík): “The Early Unpublished Folk Legend Collection of Guðmundur Sigurðsson”

55. Monika Baar
56. Herleik Baklid
Basic practical details
Organisers: Main Organisers: Terry Gunnell, Head of Folkloristics, (University of Iceland); Séamas Ó Catháin (University College, Dublin); Ulf Palmenfelt (University of Gotland). Also involved in planning: Bengt af Klintberg (Stockholm); John Shaw (University of Edinburgh); Arne Bugge Amundsen (University of Oslo); Ulrika Wolf-Knuts (University of Åbo); and Annikki Kaivola-Bregenhøj (University of Turku). 

Time and Place: University of Iceland, Reykjavík, Iceland: 15-18 June 2005 
Project Leader/ Contact Person: Terry Gunnell, Head of Folkloristics, University of Iceland (Address: Rekagrandi 1, 107 Reykjavík, Iceland; tel: 00 354 5515789; e-mail: terry@hi.is ) 



Accommodation: Booking and Advice: Meeting Iceland (Íslandsfundir ehf): 
Unnur Björk Guðmundsdóttir (unnur@meetingiceland.com) or 

Sigríður Vala Vignisdóttir ( siggavala@meetingiceland.com);

 tel: 00 354 588-9700/ 588 9720.
We have asked an experienced company (Meeting Iceland) to arrange accommodation for us near the University of Iceland. They have already booked a number of rooms for the conference in one of the university halls of residence The Park Hotel (the price including breakfast), but are prepared to arrange other accomodation for you should you wish to stay anywhere else in Reykjavík. We thus advise conference members to book through them (Meeting Iceland [Íslandsfundir ehf]: Unnur Björk Guðmundsdóttir or Sigríður Vala; tel: 00 354 588-9700/ 588-9720). Those who do book through this company (paying a nominal booking fee) can also take advantage of their services with regard to help and advice concerning other trips around Iceland during your stay here.

Prices at Park Hotel:

Accomodation (including breakfast): 5 nights x 9,600: 48,000, plus booking fee: 2,000: 50,000 kr. (double room costs: 12,800)

Food: Midday food of various kinds (from sandwiches to a larger lunch) is available at several locations around the university (both in the Nordic House and in Oddi, where the conference will be held). As regards evening meals (outside the final banquet on the island of Viðey), we plan to arrange discounts for conference participants with some of the restaurants in town (such as “Hjá þremur frökkum”, “Við Tjörnina”). Information about these places will be provided in time both on the web site and in the conference package. 

Living expenses: Iceland is not cheap. Midday food of various kinds (from sandwiches to a larger lunch) is available at several locations around the university (both in the Nordic House and in Oddi, where the conference will be held). Lunch can be bought for prices between 250 kr. (for sandwiches) to 1,500 kr. (for larger meals). At evening meal will range from between 2,500-7,000. A beer in a bar will cost you 500 kr. (I know....) In general expect living expenses of around 3,500 a day (breakfast is provided by the hotel, and coffee in the morning and afternoon by the University of Iceland). We expect that there will be two to three receptions after the day’s sessions, provided by the various embassies and the president of Iceland. 

Flights: At present (2004) there is hard competition going on between the original air company Icelandair, which used to have a monopoly and charged exorbitant prices from Scandinavia, and a new company called Iceland Express, which works along similar lines to Ryanair and Easyjet. The latter flies to Copenhagen and Stansted, thus meeting up with other cheap flights from Europe. We suggest you check out both of these on the web and find the best prices. Of course, the earlier one books, the cheaper it is. 
The best approach would be to check out and compare the routes and fares offered by Icelandair and Iceland Express (the latter of which only goes from Copenhagen and London Stanstead). Because of the direct competition, it may well be cheaper to fly to Iceland via either London or Copenhagen (naturally Stanstead offers connections to other cheap flights). Naturally, the earlier you book, the more chance there is of getting a cheaper deal.

We have been checking the various web sites for flights to Iceland, and at the present point in time, the prices on offer (in Icelandic kr.) are as follows: We recommend that people book as soon as possible to get the cheapest prices.

Flights and Prices as of 24th February:


From Stanstead; 14th June, late (also on 13th); 19th June, late: Iceland Express: 21,998 Ikr
Glasgow: 14th June 11.15 am; back 19th June early: Icelandair 23,000 Ikr:
London: 14th June late (also possible on 13th); back 19th June early: Icelandair 17,560 Ikr:
Stockholm: 14th June 11.15 am; back 19th June early: Icelandair 31,230 Ikr: (two flights available out)
Copenhagen: 14th June; back 19th June: Icelandair 25,450 Ikr: (two flights available out)
Copenhagen: 14th June; back 19th June: Iceland Express 23,498 Ikr: 
Oslo: 14th June; back 19th June: Icelandair 30,620 Ikr:
Talinn to Stanstead: 14th June: 12.55; 20th June: early: Easy Jet: 41.99 euro (3360 Iskr) 49.22 (3937 kr) 
Helsinki to Stockholm 14th June early: 55 euros 19th June: mid day: 44 euros: 
(http://www.flyme.com/en)
Here are the relevant web sites:

Iceland Express booking: 

· http://www.icelandexpress.com 

Icelandair booking: 

· British/ Irish: http://www.icelandair.co.uk
· Danish: http://www.icelandair.dk
· Swedish: http://www.icelandair.se
· Norwegian: http://www.icelandair.no
· Finnish: http://www.icelandair.fi
· American: http://www.icelandair.com
Exchange rates (24th February): 

SEK 8.9 Ikr; DK 10,8Ikr; NOR: 9, 8Ikr; £: 116Ikr  Euro: 80Ikr

THE 5TH CELTIC-NORDIC-BALTIC FOLKLORE SYMPOSIUM

ON FOLK LEGENDS

Reykjavík, Iceland, 15-18 June 2005

CIRCULAR: FEBRUARY 2005

The spring term is now well on the move, and it is time to start booking flights and accomodation for the summer. We are glad to see how much interest the symposium has attracted, and very much looking forward to seeing you all in Iceland this summer.

Thanks to the support of the University of Iceland and the Arnamagnean Institute, we can now confirm that there will be no conference fee for anyone presenting lectures, and nor will there be any charge for the trip on June 17th (see below). However, other participants will be charged a nominal 1000 kr. for the conference and 1000 kr. for the trip (this applies for example to any of you who are planning to introduce your partners to Iceland, and would like to bring them along on the trip.) We have also managed to lower the price of the final banquet on the island of Viðey (see below). 

ABSTRACTS: As noted in the Call For Papers, plenary lectures should be no more than 40 minutes in length, and other papers 20 minutes. This should allow time for questions and discussion at the end of the presentation of the various papers. We mean to put the abstracts on the web site in the next few weeks. If you have not yet sent us an abstract for your lecture (from ten lines to half a page in length to terry@hi.is), can you please do so in the next two weeks? Many thanks. 
____________________________________________________
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FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENT OF PARTICIPATION

(Please fill out this form and return to terry@hi.is, or by fax to Terry Gunnell at 00 354 522 6806 before 15th March)

THE 5th CELTIC-SCANDINAVIAN-BALTIC FOLKLORE SYMPOSIUM ON FOLK LEGENDS, 15th-18th JUNE 2005

Name:

University Affiliation: 

Paper to be presented:

I will/ will not be booking a room through Meeting Iceland

I will/ will not be staying at the Park Hotel

I wish to take part in the Excursion to Gulfoss/ Geysir:
Yes/ No
Any guests?:

(Excursion price for those not presenting papers: 1,500 Ikr.)

I wish to come to the final banquet on Videy: Yes/ No


Any guests?

(Banquet price: 4,700 Ikr., including travel to the island and back) 

(Payment for both of the above should be made when you check in on 14th or 15th June)

Date: _______________ 
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